into battle
bounds. No praise is too high for the officers and men—aye, and
civilians—who have made this immense transformation in so short
a time. Behind these soldiers of the regular Army, as a means of
destruction for parachutists, air-borne invaders, and any traitors
that may be found in our midst (but I do not believe there are many
—woe betide them, they will get short shrift) behind the regular
Army we have more than a million of the Local Defence Volunteers,
or, as they are much better called, the " Home Guard." These
officers and men, a large proportion of whom have been through
the last War, have tlxe strongest desire to attack and come to close
quarters with the enemy wherever he may appear. Should the
invader come to Britain, there will be no placid lying down of the
people in submission before him as we have seen, alas, in other
countries. We shall defend every village, every town, and every
city. The vast mass of London itself, fought street by street,
could easily devour an entire hostile army; and we would rather
see London laid in ruins and ashes than that it should be tamely
and abjectly enslaved. I am bound to state these facts, because it
is necessary to inform our people of our intentions, and thus to
reassure them.
This has been a great week for the Royal Air Force, and for the
Fighter Command. They have shot down more than five to one
of the German aircraft which have tried to molest our convoys in
the Channel, or have ventured to cross the British coast-hne.
These are, of course, only the preliminary encounters to the great
air battles which lie ahead. But I know of no reason why we should
be discontented with the results so far achieved ; although, of course,
we hope to improve upon them as the fighting becomes more wide-
spread and comes more inland. Around all lies the power of the
Royal Navy. With over a thousand armed ships under the White
Ensign, patrolling the seas, the Navy, which is capable of trans-
ferring its force very readily to the protection of any part of the
British Empire which may be threatened, is capable also of keeping
op^n communication with the New World, from whom, as the
struggle deepens, increasing aid will come. Is it not remarkable
that after ten months of unlimited U-boat and air attack upon our
Commerce, our food reserves are higher than, they have ever
t>een, and we have a substantially larger tonnage under our
own flag, apart from great numbers of foreign ships in our control,
than we had at the beginning of the War ?
Why do I dwell on all this ? Not, surely to induce any slackening
of effort or vigilance. On the contrary. These must be redoubled,
'and we must prepare not only for the summer, but for the winter ;
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